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X Responsive to communication(s) filed on Dec 27, 1999 

This action is FINAL. 

Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 

in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

Disposition of Claims 

X CSaim(s) 18:30 anp 33-36 _ is/are pending jn the appIication , 

Of the above, claimfs) 18-30 and 36 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

J Claim(s)_ is/are aliowed. 

X Claim(s) 33-35 is/are rejected 

- C!aim(s > _ — is/are objected to. 

- Claims . are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

X See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

. The drawing(s) fiied on __ 's/are objected to by the Examiner. 

U The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Approved Ldisapproved. 

_J The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

! _J The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

!..! Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

All Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
. received. 

... received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) • 

received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
■""Certified copies not received: 



Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Z Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

X Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 9 

, Interview Summary, PTO-413 
X Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 
Z Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Part of Paper No. 12 



Application No: 08/406, 103 J 
Art Unit;: 1.64 6 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Appl Leant 1 s election without traverse of Group II in Paper 
Nc . 11 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The fed lowing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
f his section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(b) the invention was patented or described in s printed publication in 
this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more 
than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States . 

. Claims 33- 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated bv eraser et ai.(AN). 

Fraser et ai . disclose melatonin receptor mRNA from ovine 
pars tuberalis expressed in the Xenopus oocytes (page 242, 
abstract a^d paragraph bridging left and right columns)- The 
activation of melatonin receptor with melatonin activates the G- 
protein signal transduction system and is consistent with the 
receptor belonging to the G-protein receptor family (page 243, 
right column, bottom paragraph). Fraser et al. teach that 
further investigation is required zo elucidate the reasons for 
the apparent lack of fidelity in the G-protoin coupling seen in 
Xenopus oocytes (page 244, right column, last sentence). 
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4. No claims are allowed. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael Pak, whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-7038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
from 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gary Kunz , can be reached on (703) 308-4623. 

Official papers filed by fax should be directed to {703) 308-4242. 
Faxed draft or informal communications with the examiner should be directed to 
(703) 308-0294 . 

Any Inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 3 08-0196. 



Michael Pak 

Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Onit 164 6 
5 March 2000 



